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Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
of  Friends 


A QUAKER  MUSICIAN  VISITS  EUROPE 

An  invitation  to  lecture  at  the  International 
Congress  of  Organists  in  London  last  summer 
provided  me  with  the  welcome  opportunity  to 
visit  among  Friends  in  England  and  on  the 
continent.  My  six  week’s  trip  was  divided  be- 
tween visiting  Friends  and  various  musical  ac- 
tivities. 

Attending  the  Conference  of  European 
Friends  at  Birmingham,  England,  gave  me  an 
opportunity  to  become  more  conscious  of  the 
world  family  of  Friends,  to  meet  leaders  of 
many  European  Yearly  Meetings,  and  to  hear 
discussed  many  of  the  same  problems  that  we 
have  in  our  own  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  I left 
the  conference  with  a new  vision  of  the  role  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  in  our  changing  world, 
and  a realization  of  how  we  as  individuals  and 
as  a Society  too  often  fail  to  live  up  to  the  chal- 
lenge of  the  day.  Herbert  Hadley  of  Friends 
World  Committee  had  made  some  helpful  sug- 
gestions for  my  visits  to  Meetings  and  families. 
I avoided  the  large  Meetings  in  the  cities  where 
in  the  summer  months  the  visitors  too  often 
outnumber  the  regular  members  in  attendance. 
I found  more  reward  in  attending  meetings  for 
worship  outside  the  large  cities. 

Somehow  I feared  the  English  Quakers  might 
be  a bit  austere,  but  I was  happily  surprised  to 
find  them  interested  in  many  phases  of  con- 
temporary life.  I must  have  based  by  miscon- 
ception of  them  on  my  readings  about  early 
Friends,  forgetting  that  they  are  just  as  far  re- 
moved from  Fox  in  point  of  time  as  we.  Her- 
bert Hadley  chose  some  stimulating  families 
for  me  to  visit  and  I was  glad  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  Friends  of  all  ages.  In  England 
the  pacifist  position  seemed  to  be  taken  as  a 
natural  stand  in  many  families  and  it  meets 
with  much  less  opposition  than  here. 

In  Amsterdam  I stayed  for  ten  days  at  the 
Quaker  House  and  was  able  to  visit  in  the 
Friends  homes  in  other  parts  of  the  Nether- 
lands. 

My  most  valued  experience  of  visitation  came 
from  a suggestion  of  Ruth  Wendt.  I visited 
Edouard  and  Isabelle  Gosselin  and  their  daugh- 
ter Dominique  in  Le  Havre.  They  are  the  only 
Quakers  in  the  entire  city  and  it  was  a real 
privilege  to  be  in  their  home. 

In  my  short  stay  in  Europe  1 managed  to  at- 
tend meetings  for  worship  six  Sundays  and  vis- 
ited in  seven  Quaker  homes. 
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Realizing  the  European  musicians  know  little 
of  the  best  of  what  the  United  States  has  to 
offer  culturally  I decided  in  my  organ  concerts 
to  feature  American  music  in  the  last  half  of 
each  program.  I always  included  several  num- 
bers by  composers  from  each  of  the  countries 
in  which  I played.  Through  the  cooperation  of 
local  Organ  Societies,  lectures  and  concerts  were 
arranged  for  me  in  Copenhagen,  London,  the 
Hague,  Amsterdam  and  Paris.  Publishers  were 
happy  to  send  me  copies  of  the  American  or- 
gan music  from  a list  that  I had  prepared,  so 
that  in  each  city  I had  a sizable  pile  of  organ 
music  to  give  away  or  leave  in  the  local  li- 
brary. 

In  talking  with  musicians  and  Friends  I was 
disappointed  to  discover  that  most  Europeans 
still  have  a distorted  idea  of  the  United  States. 
They  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  serious  cultural 
achievements  of  our  country.  They  know  Elvis 
Presley  and  the  wares  of  Hollywood  but  little 
of  our  serious  literature;  they  knew  of  our 
Broadway  shows  but  little  of  our  serious  music. 
Some  of  them  have  read  Sinclair  Lewis  and  a 
few  contemporary  novelists,  but  nothing  of 
Whitman,  Emerson  or  Thoreau;  a few  have 
heard  of  Frank  Lloyd  Wright,  but  nothing  of 
our  contemporary  painters.  I returned  con- 
vinced that  it  is  time  for  us  to  be  more  active 
in  acquainting  others  with  the  best  of  our  cult- 
ural achievement.  It  was  odd  to  find  myself  in 
the  position  of  “flag  waving.” 

The  arts  are  far  more  effective  in  making 
friends  and  bringing  about  a feeling  of  world 
brotherhood  than  bombs  and  economic  aid. 

—Leslie  P.  Spelman 
University  of  Redlands 
Redlands,  California 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CLERK 

Dear  Friends: 

As  we  contemplate  our  approaching  Yearly 
Meeting  there  is  one  thing  we  can  say  with 
certainty  about  it:  It  is  unpredictable.  “The 
wind  (or  Spirit)  blows  where  it  wills."  What 
that  direction  is  we  can  say  only  afterwards, 
when  we  look  back.  We  have  been  called 
“heterogeneous,  revolutionary,”  “free-wheeling," 
“rambunctious  and  unseasoned.”  Whatever  we 
are  as  individuals,  as  a Yearly  Meeting  we  do 
in  some  sense  merit  such  descriptions.  And  the 
Spirit  blows  where  it  wills.  If  we,  this  unseason- 
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ed,  flexible  material,  humble  ourselves,  who  can 
say  . . ? It  would  be  a rash  clerk  indeed  who 
tried  to  write  even  minor  minutes  ahead  of  time 
or  even  to  think  there  is  a settled  agenda. 

Nevertheless,  we  are  returning  to  the  practice 
of  printing  a tentative  agenda  in  this  issue  of 
the  Bulletin.  It  is  based  so  far  as  it  could  be  on 
decisions  made  by  the  March  Interim  Com- 
mittee meeting;  for  the  rest,  on  what  the  clerk 
has  heard  about  time  needed.  It  is  hoped  there 
are  vacant  spaces  in  it  allowing  for  leisurely 
consideration  and  for  additions.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  it  can  be  radically  changed  if  the 
Interim  Committee  so  decides. 

With  three  mornings  given  to  worship-fellow- 
ship  groups,  this  year  becomes  particularly  un- 
predictable. We  agreed  last  year,  you  may 
remember,  that  we  wanted  no  assigned  themes 
for  the  groups.  Yet  to  come  out  of  the  distrac- 
tions and  hurry  of  day-to-day  living  with  no 
preparation  for  Yearly  Meeting  is  not  what  we 
meant.  Some  must  come  with  lighted  hearts 
when  the  meeting  begins.  Some  — and  that 
means  all  of  us  who  will  — must  be  preparing 
now,  must  have  been  preparing  for  a long 
time;  and  not  only  those  who  can  be  there.  The 
preparation  of  those  not  actually  able  to  attend 
is  needed,  that  these  meetings  may  be  held  in 
the  Life  and  may  help  us  in  our  home  Meetings 
throughout  the  year.  Says  Thomas  Kelly,  “Wor- 
ship in  a meeting  house  with  ones  friends 
should  be  only  a special  period  of  a life  of  wor- 
ship that  underlies  all  one’s  daily  affairs.  For 
he  who  carries  a Shekinah  in  his  heart,  and 
practices  continual  retirement  within  that 
Shekinah,  at  the  same  time  as  he  is  carrying  on 
his  daily  affairs,  has  begun  to  prepare  for  wor- 
ship, for  he  has  never  ceased  worshipping.” 

Fellowship  is  the  other  part  of  our  designa- 
tion of  these  groups.  We  want  to  know  one 
another  better  and  to  share  with  one  another 
what  we  feel  and  think  in  living  in  these  times; 
and  so  we  are  planning  not  only  to  worship  God 
but  to  talk  with  each  other  in  the  spirit  that 
worship  brings.  We  come  from  great  distances 
and  see  each  other,  most  of  us,  only  for  these 
few  days  once  a year;  yet  we  know  that  already 
we  have  unity  with  each  other  in  a way  that 
goes  beyond  the  personal. 

Some  words  in  the  closing  minute  of  our  1957 
Yearly  Meeting,  “Like  a growing  person,  we 
have  been  gathering  our  resources  so  that  we 
may  make  the  next  leap  forward  in  our  spiritual 
development,”  were  based  on  the  feeling  of  a 
number  there.  May  we  move  forward,  not  in 
a leap  perhaps,  and  certainly  not  by  self- 
consciously or  self-seekingly  taking  thought  or 
saying  “Lo  here;  lo  there,”  for,  says  Jesus,  “the 
reign  of  God  is  now  in  your  midst.” 

God  is  a mystery;  much  reflection  only  serves 
to  show  how  beyond  us  He  is  and  how  His 


ways  are  past  finding  out.  We  see  Him  through 
nature  as  Creator;  we  learn  through  Jesus  that 
He  is  love;  in  worship  we  sometimes  experience 
more  than  we  can  put  into  words,  a sense  of 
Presence;  even  without  that  awareness,  if  we 
are  truly  not  self-seeking,  we  can  do  His  will; 
that  is  all  we  know.  The  wind  of  the  Spirit 
blows  where  He  wills.  “We  can,  if  we  will,  set 
our  sails  to  the  divine  breezes,”  and  “sail  the 
uncharted  seas  with  God.” 

—Catherine  Bruner 


TENTATIVE  AGENDA  FOR  YEARLY  MEETING 

Wednesday,  August  6,  1958 
9:30  a.m.  Interim  Committee. 

1:30  p.m.  Interim  Committee  continued  if  necessary. 
2:00  p.m.  Ministry  and  Oversight  meeting. 

4:00  p.m.  Opening  session  of  Yearly  Meeting. 

( This  is  designed  to  be  a family  gathering 
of  adults,  young  people  and  children;  wor- 
ship, singing,  introductions.) 

7:30  p.m.  Yearly  Meeting  session:  Reports  from  Meet- 
ings on  state  of  the  Society.  This  is  the 
time,  too,  for  Monthly  Meetings  to  present 
brief,  written  memorials,  as  they  may  wish, 
for  members  who  have  died. 

Thursday,  August  7 

9-10:30  a.m.  Worship-fellowship  groups. 

10:45  a.m.  Business  session  of  Yearly  Meeting. 

Report  from  Interim  Committee. 

Report  of  Discipline  Committee. 

Afternoon  Clerks’  meeting. 

Indian  Affairs  workshop. 

7:30  p.m.  Yearly  Meeting  session  on  peace  testimony: 
“What  can  we,  as  Friends,  do  about  peace?” 
Peace  and  Service  Committee;  report  from 
Friends  Conference  on  Disarmament. 

A few  moments  for  Gretehen  Tuthill  on 
her  trip. 

Friday,  August  8 

9-10:30  Worship-fellowship  groups. 

10:45  a.m.  Yearly  Meeting  session:  panel  on  American 
Friends  Service  Committee. 

Afternoon  Special  meeting  on  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation. 

( This  is  so  arranged  because  we  are  an 
international  Yearly  Meeting  and  not  all 
Friends  might  wish  to  take  part.) 

7:30  p.m.  Business  session  of  Yearly  Meeting. 
Nominating  Committee  report. 
Consideration  of  budget. 

Saturday,  August  9 

9-10:30  a.m.  Worship-fellowship  groups. 

10:45  a.m.  Yearly  Meeting  session:  Report  of  Friends 
World  Committee;  a few  moment  for  Leslie 
Spelman  to  report. 

Consideration  of  our  relation  to  inter- Yearly 
Meeting  organizations. 

First  presentation  of  Epistle. 

7:30  p.m.  Yearly  Meeting  session,  adults  with  young 
Friends;  Young  Friends  and  the  Education 
Committee  are  planning  this  together,  pos- 
sibly around  the  topic,  “Young  Friends  in 
the  Meetings.” 

Sunday  morning,  August  10 

Before  11,  our  time  is  open— to  be  with  the  children 
11  a.m.  Meeting  for  worship. 

After  this,  brief  closing  session:  Final  hearing  and  ac- 
ceptance of  Epistle. 

Closing  minute. 
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PROGRESS  REPORT,  DISCIPLINE  COMMITTEE 

The  committee  expects  to  have  ready,  in  mimeo- 
graphed form,  a set  of  Queries  for  study  and  considera- 
tion at  the  Yearly  Meeting  sessions.  We  do  not  intend 
to  ask  adoption  at  that  time,  but  suggest  use,  study, 
and  criticism  of  the  Queries  by  Meetings  over  the 
coming  year. 

The  set  is  based  on  the  1955  Philadelphia  Queries, 
but  with  modifications  in  line  with  suggestions  arising 
in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  and  the  local  Meetings.  The 
committee  has  received  reports  and  comments  on  pro- 
posed Queries,  or  on  the  1957  draft  of  our  Discipline, 
or  both,  from  about  ten  Meetings  and  twenty  or  more 
individuals.  Our  own  work  lias  been  done  largely 
through  correspondence,  with  two  members  only  being 
able  to  meet  personally  for  a short  time.  We  may  have 
a more  definite  report  at  Yearly  Meeting,  but  ten- 
tatively, our  thought  has  been  to  advise  Meetings  to 
continue  the  use  and  consideration  of  the  1957  draft, 
with  a view  to  a revised  booklet  at  some  future  time 
which  will  incorporate  suggestions  coming  in. 

— Ferner  Nuhn,  chairman 


COMMITTEE  ON  PEACE  AND  SERVICE 

Members  of  this  committee  named  at  the  1957  Yearly 
Meeting  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  active  leaders 
m peace  education  and  in  service  projects  within  their 
own  Meetings.  These  and  similar  activities  of  other 
Meetings  have  ranged  from  programs  for  peace  educa- 
tion, issuing  material  for  study  in  peace  education, 
cooperation  with  other  organizations  such  as  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  special  projects 
in  the  Meetings  or  Sunday  School  is,  and  demonstra- 
tions to  influence  public  opinion  or  legislation  in  the 
direction  of  peaceful  action. 

The  committee  wrote  one  letter  to  all  Meetings  en- 
couraging them  in  such  areas,  and  suggesting  lines  of 
effort  and  available  sources  of  information  and  inspira- 
tion. With  the  chairman  out  of  the  country  almost 
half  the  year  and  all  the  other  members  very  busy, 
and  with  the  difficulties  of  committee  work  by  mail, 
the  committee  feels  it  has  not  given  the  job  entrusted 
to  it  a fair  effort  or  an  adequate  trial.  It  feels  the  com- 
mittee should  be  continued,  that  concerned  people 
should  be  found  to  give  time  to  it,  and  that  it  should 
continue  to  be  a clearing  house  for  Meeting  efforts, 
as  a liason  between  Meetings  and  the  Yearly  Meeting 
and  related  organizations  such  as  A.F.S.C.,  Friends 
World  Committee,  Friends  Committee  on  Legislation. 
It  should  be  more  active  in  offering  suggestions  and 
material  to  local  committees.  The  committee  also  feels 
the  work  in  this  field  should  reach  more  directly  to 
the  younger  young  Friends  since  this  seems  to  be  a 
critical  age  group  not  well  covered  by  other  programs. 
We  feel  all  our  Meetings  should  seek  ways  of  providing 
for  all  of  our  children  experiences  in  peace  and  service 
work  at  the  earliest  possible  age.  With  this  in  mind 
we  wish  to  commend  the  fine  work  being  done  by  such 
related  institutions  as  Pacific  Ackworth  School.  We 
also  wish  to  encourage  the  idea  of  intervisitation  and 
of  Quaker  pilgrimages  for  our  younger  members. 

We  are  greatly  encouraged  by  the  interest  being 
shown  in  service  projects  by  our  young  Friends  and 
in  the  several  work  camps  and  summer  school  projects 
under  way,  or  planned  for  this  summer. 

—Floyd  Schmoe,  chairman 


INDIAN  AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE 

Once  again  we  are  approaching  Yearly  Meeting  time, 
and  an  “inventory”  seems  in  order.  The  months  have 
quickly  passed,  and  have  presented  many  opportunities 
for  the  application  of  Friends’  principles. 

Those  persons  who  have  a continuing  concern  for  the 
well-being  of  Indians  have  undoubtedly  had  many  in- 


teresting experiences.  Opportunities  to  be  helpful  have 
sometimes  been  the  outgrowth  of  group  activities  of 
the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  the  Friends 
Committee  on  Legislation,  the  Central  Arizona  Indian 
Committee  and  other  organizations.  Often,  however, 
the  “person-to-person”  technique  has  accomplished 
noteworthy  results.  Many  of  these  experiences  should 
be  reported  and  shared. 

It  is  difficult  to  summarize  a report  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, and  do  justice  to  the  subject.  We  shall  therefore 
avoid  a summary,  and  suggest  instead  a workshop  dur- 
ing Yearly  Meeting. 

Members  of  this  committee  who  will  be  unable  to 
attend  Yearly  Meeting  are  requested  to  submit  a writ- 
ten statement  of  their  experiences  and  observations. 
We  will  be  happy  to  receive  correspondence  from  any 
one  genuinely  interested  in  Indians. 

—Albert  Kramer,  chairman 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

Full  information  about  Yearly  Meeting  was  in  the 
June  Bulletin.  If  for  any  reason  you  need  another  copy, 
or  any  special  information,  write  either  to  the  Bulletin, 
2814  NE  27th  Ave.,  Portland  12,  Oregon,  or  to  the 
registrar,  Eubanks  Carsner,  3920  Bandini  Ave.,  River- 
side,  Calif. 

In  the  last  Bulletin,  it  was  stated  definitely  that 
there  were  no  camping  facilities  at  Yearly  Meeting 
this  year.  This  statement  is  correct  for  Redlands  Uni- 
versity, but  there  are  places  to  camp  not  too  far  away, 
perhaps  the  nearest  being  a forestry  camp  on  the  Mill 
Creek  Road  below  Igo,  only  ten  miles  from  Redlands. 
Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Forestry 
Service,  and  Muriel  Spelman  ( 1228  Center  St.,  Red- 
lands, Calif. ) will  be  glad  to  help  if  she  can. 

o o o 

The  secretary  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  Mildred  Burck 
(Rt.  1,  Box  167,  Monmouth,  Oregon)  sends  word  that 
she  regrets  that  she  has  been  unable  to  make  a report 
for  this  Bulletin,  since  some  of  the  Meetings  have  not 

yet  sent  in  statistics  on  their  membership,  etc. 

6 0 0 

Married:  on  May  11,  1958,  under  the  care  of  Sacra- 
mento Preparative  Meeting,  Dorothy  Brenda  Brooks 
and  David  Eugene  Hansen,  both  members  of  Sacra- 
mento Meeting.  Brenda  Hansen  is  the  daughter  of 

Margaret  Brooks,  clerk  of  the  Meeting. 

* * # 

Paul  and  Jean  Johnson,  members  of  Orange  Grove 
Meeting,  writes  Betty  Peckham  (1110  Armada  Dr., 
Pasadena,  Calif. ) , have  been  assigned  by  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  to  head  up  the  Conferences 
for  Diplomats  program  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  Their 
new  address  is  12  rue  Adrien  Lachenal,  Geneva. 


PRAIRIE  FRIENDS  MEET 

On  May  17  and  18,  1958,  Friends  from  Argenta, 
Edmonton,  Winnipeg  and  Calgary,  about  thirty  in  all, 
gathered  in  Calgary  for  a meeting  on  the  general  top- 
ic, “What  is  the  place  of  Friends  in  prairie  life?” 

The  evening  session  Saturday  at  Mount  Royal  opened 
with  worship  and  reports  from  the  Meetings.  It  was 
encouraging  to  hear  of  the  growth  of  Winnipeg  and 
Edmonton  Meetings,  and  the  way  of  life  evolving  in 
Argenta,  and  the  possibilities  of  a Quaker  secondin')’ 
school  there.  William  and  Blanche  Hobson  reported 
on  their  trip  to  Northwest  Half-Yearly  Meeting  in  Eu- 
gene, Oregon.  John  Stevenson  and  Bob  Boyd  told  of 
visiting  the  Ilutterite  colonies  on  route  to  Calgary,  and 
of  their  concern  for  the  restrictions  imposed  on  Hut- 
tcrites  in  Alberta.  Bob  Boyd  described  proposals  for 
a meeting  on  non-violence  to  be  attended  by  members 
of  the  Historic  Peace  Churches  in  Vancouver  this  sum- 
mer. 
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The  meeting  for  worship  on  Sunday  brought  spirit- 
ual refreshment.  Throughout  the  day,  problems  of  local 
groups  were  brought  up  for  discussion,  and  much  at- 
tention was  given  to  the  relationship  between  small 
groups  of  Friends  and  other  religious  bodies,  and  to 
the  Friends  peace  testimony  in  local  situations.  Possi- 
bilities for  cooperation  with  other  religious  bedies  were 
welcomed;  it  was  considered  that  occasionally  dual 
membership  in  another  denomination  and  in  Friends 
might  be  desirable,  but  in  general  it  was  to  be  avoid- 
ed. Calgary  and  Edmonton  members  expressed  concern 
over  the  difficulties  of  operating  Sunday  Schools  with 
very  small  numbers  of  children.  Argenta  Friends  told 
how  their  children  had  come  to  accept  silent  meeting 
as  a normal  part  of  their  lives. 

The  active  cooperation  of  the  peace  churches  in  the 
Kootenays  enabled  Argenta  Friends  to  give  leadership 
in  the  discussion  of  Friends  and  minority  groups.  Tom 
Haley  told  of  the  problems  of  Indians  in  western  Can- 
ada. The  complexity  of  the  problems  rising  from  the 
position  of  the  Doukhobors,  especially  the  Sons  of  Free- 
dom, would  make  any  quick  solution  impossible.  In 
both  these  cases,  Friends  felt  that  personal  contacts 
and  gradual  progress  based  on  friendship  and  personal 
relations  were  the  most  hopeful  approach. 

In  consideration  of  the  peace  testimony  Friends  ac- 
knowledged that  events  of  recent  years  have  brought 
feelings  of  frustration  and  foreboding.  Those  who  be- 
lieve in  the  power  of  love  and  the  reality  of  the  moral 
order  can  put  little  reliance  in  “peace  through  deter- 
rence.” However  it  does  seem  that  increasing  number 
of  thinking  people  recognize  that  major  war  would  be 
catastrophic.  Therefore  we  need  to  continue  efforts  on 
every  level  to  build  peace.  Perhaps  Canadian  Friends 
should  concern  themselves  most  strongly  with  advances 
winch  lie  within  Canada’s  capabilities.  Canadians  could 
ask  that  nuclear  weapons  not  be  based  in  or  used  from 
their  territory.  Canada  might  develop  a major  pro- 
gram of  research  into  the  practicability  of  non-violent 
means  of  “defense.”  She  might  start  research  on  the 
development  of  a stable  and  successful  economy  not 
dependent  on  armament  production.  Several  Friends 
noted  the  necessity  for  wise  and  humane  use  of  Can- 
ada’s resources  and  unpopulated  areas.  Non-violence 
can  not  be  used  to  protect  positions  of  privilege. 

As  the  meeting  closed  all  Friends  felt  it  had  been 
of  value  and  those  in  the  western  prairies  should  meet 
again  next  year.  Any  persons  who  are  interested,  but 
who  may  have  missed  the  meeting,  are  invited  to  write 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 
2814  N.  E.  27th  Avenue 
Portland  12,  Oregon 


to  Calgary  Friends,  2615  Twelfth  Ave.,  N.W.,  or  if 
they  are  in  Winnipeg,  Edmonton,  the  Kootenays,  or 
Calgary,  to  visit  the  Meetings. 

— H.  Russell  McArthur 
Calgary  Friends-  Meeting 


BELIEF 

The  following  quotation  was  sent  to  us  by  Lola 
Bellinger,  of  Salem,  Oregon.  She  found  it  in  the 
desk  of  one  of  her  friends,  Ellen  A.  Fisher,  after  her 
death.  Mrs.  Fisher  had  been  a teacher  of  English  in 
the  North  Salem  High  School  for  thirty  years.  Lola 
Bellinger  writes:  “One  of  my  nephews  had  her  one 
year  and  was  unhappy  that  he  had  to  take  English 
under  another  teacher  the  next  year.  When  his  mother 
went  to  see  if  he  could  be  transferred,  she  received 
this  answer:  ‘If  every  student  who  wanted  to  get  in 
Mrs.  Fisher’s  classes  could,  she  would  have  to  teach 
until  midnight.’ 

“The  fact  that  her  maiden  name  was  Ellen  Joy 
Anderson  was  commented  upon  at  her  funeral,  because 
she  brought  joy  to  so  many.” 

This  I believe:  That  every  man  must  be 
judged  on  his  merits,  that  there  are  no  super- 
ior or  inferior  groups. 

I believe  that  good  can  not  come  out  of  evil. 

I believe  in  the  force  of  example.  People  do 
not  listen  to  us;  they  watch  us.  Because  I be- 
lieve this,  and  am  a teacher,  I believe  that 
teachers  should  have  high  standards  of  con- 
duct. We  are  the  only  Bible  that  many  of  our 
pupils  will  ever  read,  the  only  security  many 
of  them  have  known.  The  inconvenience  this 
may  cause  us  will  be  out-weighed  by  the  know- 
ledge that  we  have  done  our  bit  to  help  some 
one  make  a good  life. 

I believe,  because  I have  known  people  who 
were  happy  to  place  duty  above  self-seeking, 
who  helped  others  without  asking  for  a reward, 
that  in  the  world  are  many  people  of  good  will. 

I believe  that  good  is  more  common  than 
evil,  and  that  life  is  worth  living. 

—Ellen  A.  Fisher 
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